
AFAC Timeline
1988-1991
1988-91 
 • OFAC, MFAC & FACS formed
1990 
 • Unifarm forms ad hoc committee for industry to address issues 

jointly

1992
 • Alberta Agriculture sponsors ‘Livestock Issues Coalition’ 

meeting. Issues include: animal welfare, food safety / animal 
health and environment

 • Industry meets & agrees value in coalition, strength in number 
& need for a more effective voice for animal agriculture

 • Industry decides to focus on animal welfare & calls group 
Alberta Foundation for Animal Stewardship

1993-1995
 • Name changes to Alberta Foundation for Animal Care & by-

laws established
 • Perspectives newsletter launched
 • Active & associate members join AFAC
 • Horned Cattle Trust Fund monies directed to AFAC
 • Animal Care ALERT Line started
 • Livestock Transportation Review completed
 • Dr. Jeff Goodwin tells us at the AGM “While it is essential to 

tell our side of the story, the focus should be less on a positive 
public perception and more on an accurate one”

1996-1999
 • 4-H Learning About Animal Welfare launched
 • Alberta Livestock Protection System (ALPS) set up
 • Livestock Care Conference series started
 • Elementary student / teacher resources completed
 • Name change to Alberta Farm Animal Care
 • Cattle & pig hauling courses launched
 • Issue reports & INSIGHTS started

2000-2002
 • McDonald’s adds animal welfare to QA protocols
 • AFAC Research fund initiated
 • AFAC Awards of Distinction started
 • ALIDF supports AFAC’s Communication Plan
 • Livestock Care Response Plan put in place due to drought

2003
 • BSE case in Alberta - US border closes to cattle, sheep & bison
 • Grades 7-12 student / teacher resource completed
 • Livestock care consulting veterinarian Dr. R Fenton joins the 

AFAC team
 • Swine humane handling guidelines completed

A l b e r t a  F a r m  A n i m a l  C a r e

2004
 • AFAC & AVMA co-sponsor Dr. Grandin to speak in Fairview, 

Vermilion & Lethbridge
 • Dairy humane handling guidelines completed
 • Horse Welfare in Alberta report / brochure released
 • PMU contracts ended
 • Do we still need AFAC? review completed
 • Begin distributing Dr. Grandin handling DVDs
 • Handle with Care cards developed (horse & cattle)
 • Alberta Canada Livestock Research Partnership initiated
 • AFAC received 2nd research fund installment

2005
 • International Animal Transportation meeting in Calgary
 • US border re-opens to cattle, sheep & bison
 • Livestock transport training program underway with industry 

advisory team
 • Beef & sheep humane handling guidelines completed
 • Funding received for Livestock Care consulting veterinarian
 • Animal Protection Act & Regulations revised
 • AFAC manager receives Humane Care award from CVMA
 • National Farm Animal Care Council (NFACC) launched

2006
 • What’s on Your Plate? consumer messaging started
 • Animal Protection Act (APA) & Regulations revisions enacted
 • Downer Benchmarking Study completed
 • Review of Humane Transport Regs coordinated
 • Putting Farm Animal Welfare on the Agenda joint project begins
 • Use of monetary fines for APA reviewed

2007
 • Launched Certified Livestock Transporter (CLT) training 

program & support services. 58 trainers and 88 truckers trained
 • Be Prepared for Winter program launched with radio, news lines 

& posters
 • Beef Cattle Transportation benchmarking survey underway
 • Beef, dairy, swine, sheep humane handling guidelines reprinted 
 • The Alberta Equine Welfare Group is established
 • Euthanasia training program started with AVMA

2008 
 • Livestock Care Conference - record attendance




