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Dehorning must be performed by
competent personnel using proper, well-
maintained tools and accepted
techniques.
Seek guidance from your vet about pain
control for disbudding or dehorning.
Disbud calves as early as possible,
before horn bud attachment (2-3
months).
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2016: Use pain
control, in consultation with your vet,
when dehorning calves after horn bud
attachment. 
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All methods of horn bud and horn
removal, at any age, cause pain and
stress in calves. Pain control, such as
local numbing and oral anti-
inflammatory medications, have been
proved to reduce the pain experienced
from dehorning.
Attachment of the horn buds to the skull
occurs at 2-3 months. After which,
dehorning will result in a larger wound,
requiring more time to heal and
increased risk of infection. Therefore, 
dehorning at an earlier age reduces the
likeliness of having to treat these
wounds.
To avoid the time and cost involved in
disbudding, an alternative is to breed
polled lines of cattle into your herd. 

How will the requirements improve my
animals' care and strengthen my
operation? 
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