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TAIL DOCKING FACT SHEET 

 
Purpose of Tail Docking 
Tail docking is the process of removing 1/3 to 2/3 of the 
tail. Some believe that docking results in improved udder 
and cow cleanliness, improved milk quality, and 
decreased incidence of mastitis. However, research does 
not supported this. There are welfare concerns of pain 
and concerns that cattle will not be able to avoid flies [1, 
2, 3].  
 
Cow & Udder Cleanliness 
Studies that compared cow and udder cleanliness 
between docked and undocked cows reported no 
difference in cleanliness [2, 3]. Additionally, studies have 
reported that there was no difference in somatic cell 
count and incidence of mastitis [2, 3].  
 
Pain 
Tail docking is a painful procedure. Once healed, cows 
with docked tails have demonstrated increased 
sensitivity to heat and cold. This sensitivity is like the 
sensitivity reported by amputees with phantom limb 
pain [4].  

 
Fly Burden 
Cattle use their tails as a fly swatter. Cattle that have had 
their tails docked have been reported to have a greater 
fly burden than those with tails [2].  
 
Alternatives to Tail Docking 
The Canadian Veterinary Medical Association officially 
opposes tail docking dairy cattle [5]. The Code of Practice 
for the Care and Handling of Dairy Cattle also addresses 
tail docking. 
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